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THE WORLD BUSINESS COUNCIL FOR SUSTAINABLE  
DEVELOPMENT

GLOBAL
200 members spanacross the 

globe and all economic 
sectors.

MARKET-DRIVEN
Put business at the center  

of sustainable
development.

CEO-LED
WBCSD is oriented towards 
and led by member-company

CEOs.

UNIQUE PLATFORM
Access to a sustainable business 
community and a safe space to
exchange ideas and information.

MISSION: To accelerate 

the transition to a 

sustainable world by 

making more sustainable  

business more  successful.

VISION: is to create

a world where more than  

nine billion people are all  

living well and within the  

boundaries of our planet,  

by 2050.

WHAT WE DO



WBCSD’S TARGETED SOLUTIONS



WBCSD WATER 

LEADERSHIP GROUP*

* *Is the core/strategy group and includes companies closely engaged at 
the global level and in India
Several other companies are engaged on projects, or are on Water Policy & 
Advocacy group



WBCSD WATER SOLUTIONS

Help businesses become more water secure while contributing to a more water-secure world

Projects

Water metrics 

and valuation
Water 

stewardship

(including WASH)

Circular water 

management
Water-smart 

agriculture

Scaling up business 

voice on water

Advocacy

Scale-up business action in water stressed geographies

Stockholm WWW

World Water Forum

UN High Level 

Political Forum

UNFCCC COP
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WATER – URGENT RISK FOR SOME PARTS OF THE WORLD

WBCSD WATER – GLOBAL PROJECT WITH SIGNIFICANT INTEREST IN INDIA



8

No water means no business



The stress

India ranks 13th for overall water stress 

India population = 3 X of the other 17 
extremely high water stressed countries 
combined.

Water Newsletter- March 20199



BUSINESSES FACE RISKS FROM WATER STRESS…

…AND HAVE OPPORTUNITIES TO GRASP

Efficient conveyance and irrigation systems represent a USD 31 billion per year in India by 2030 *.

*Source: Better Business, Better World, India
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India Water Tool

www.indiawatertool.in 



INDIA 2012

NO TOOL THAT CAN MEET THE NEEDS OF THE INDUSTRY

Support company-
wide water risk 

assessment across 
the country? 

At a level of 
granularity that is 

useful?

Using data accepted 
by the Indian 
government? 

✗ ✗ ✗



INDIA WATER TOOL 

An open-access 
web application 
developed by 
businesses and 
key partners in 
India to assess 
water risks and 
plan solutions 
for better water 
management

www.indiawatertool.in 

• Brings data from Government of India, and other global/national organizations

• Data on water availability, quality and stress indicators 

• Helps businesses analyze water risks and plan interventions for water management

• Supports corporate level decision making!

2013 

2015

2019

V1 V2 V3

Improving data access, granularity, and decision-support capability.



THE COLLABORATION

Working Group 

members

(Involved in one 

or more phases)

Knowledge and 

additional funding 

partners 

Coordination by

Data providers

Application 

developers 

(Involved in one or 

more phases)



INDIA WATER TOOL

KEY FEATURES

1. Brings Government/widely accepted data on an open-access platform. 
Open access data will be key to driving coordinated action be various stakeholders

2. Easy to use and business-friendly, keeps data confidential
Provides data-led approach for planning corporate water-stewardship strategies, keeps business-
critical data confidential

3. Version 3 brings a solutions interface
Data on type of geology, aquifer information, localized solutions’ data for better water management

4. Aids in analysis and reporting of water-performance metrics
Summarizes user-information on water (withdrawal, consumption etc.) into key efficiency metrics for 
review of performance across locations and internal/external reporting.

The India Water Tool is a unique example of responsible data-use and demonstrates industry-
leadership in the critical area of Water. 

The tool has been serving as a platform for dialogue between industry and government – the 
intent is to co-develop solutions for improved water management in India.

Watershed boundaries with 
aquifer features

Analytical features that aid 
business decision-making



Demo

India Water Tool



INDIA WATER TOOL

Over 38,000 unique users of Version 2 (Feb 2015-

2019).

• Several companies are using the tool for corporate water-

risk assessment. 

• Consulting organisations use it to analyse water risks for 

their clients

• Indian Railways – operating the fourth largest railway 

network in the world – use it to analyse their A1 and A2 

category railway stations for water risk and prioritization.

• District administration authority is using it to get site specific 

information against corporate applications for setting-up/ 

expansion in parts of the district

AND HOW IT IS ADVANCING BUSINESS ACTION

Working Group members conducted 

detailed modelling exercises at the high-

risk sites

• Results from these primary studies incorporated

on India Water Tool 3.0

• Localised data helps build a further granular

interface for the tool

• Studies provide a complete picture of the

watershed and recommendations for recharge

and improvement of water-use efficiency – of

use to all stakeholders

• Implementation initiated at 2 of the 4 sites that

conducted studies

Watershed data and outputs 
derived from modelling studies



QUESTIONS



THANK YOU
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Swapna Patil
Manager – Water 

patil@wbcsd.org


