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CITY

tate fares well in agri sector

Policy On Model Cuntrar.:t Farming, Changes In Trade Laws On Cards

Tushar.Pasar@ti mesgroup.com

MITI  Aayop
mamber Ramesh Chand
on Thursday praized Ma-
harashtra for doing well

 in marketing, coniract-
. farming and innovation
i intheagriculiure sector

Chand said NITT {MNa-
thonal | Institetion  for
Transforming Indiay An-
yoE has prepared 8 policy
on model contract-far
ming o benafit farmers
im different states, The
pollcy will ba presentesd
within l5davs.

Hewasspeaking at the
11* biennial conferenee of
Bombay Chamber of
Commerce & [ndusiry on
the topic “Transforming
agriculivre through in-
vestmants in agricoliare
valoe chain®,

Chand alsohinted that
there will besomeserious
changes ln the trads poli-

Niit &ayoq membear Ramesh Chand insugurgtes the conferance of
Bombay Chamber of Commence and Industry of Tharsday

cy of the country so that
import and export reloted
degislens to e done on
the bhasis of criterla.
"The government fhas
mads 4 provision of
Rs28, 000 grore for the AE-
cicultare sector under
Rashirive Rrishi Vikas
Yojana, The Cemntre’s sha-
e will be Rsl6000 crore
and the rest will come

frvim the siaies. The funds
are to be spent durlng
nexi thees years in ngri
culthral  ssctor” sabd
Chand and added, “Aro-
i 20% of thetobal funds
are to be spent on develo-
pingwriue chalng.”
“Today, producing
crops is pod an issue. The
problem is that farmers

are not gedling better pri-

oas for their crops. We ne-
ad towork on this. There
i still a rraditlonsl mar-
kating system in the co-
uniry gnd we will have to
adopt 8 pew markaiing
policy,” headded.

“The govermmaeni ai
the Centre Rad staried
poonomic reforms in 1949l
Buieven now farmears arg
inapathetlceonditbon be-
enuse market reformsdid
not happen in agriculktu:
ral sector. Both céntre
and state governmemnts
did not pay attention to
the Inderesls of the Agri-
coltural sector, pushing
the responsibilities on
egch other,” Chand said.
He piressed on the need
for reforme in agriculin-
ral marketing Lo beneflt
thefarmers

“*The centre introduo-
oad Model APMC Act In
H13, but fts implemonts
tion was poar by the state

EOveTTments. Some sla-
tes did not even imple-
mantit. The Maharashirs
state grvernment intco
duced the privaie agricul
triral markets 1o provide
amaption o farmers after
foods and vegetablas wore

denotified Frrtn the
APMO Act,” hezaid,
Chand added, “The

Union ministry of flnan-
cehes set up & commiites,
chaired by me, to stady
the future of trading and
find oui whether price
discovery of the crop in
fituce is possille.”

He alsc sobd there has
been good Investment in
sducation in cities ornly
“The besi universities
nre in the clties only be-
cause tmlonts go  where
they get facilities, The
wards of farmers should
also gooutside their viila-
gesiotake sducation,” he

aclded
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